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Summary of Parish Life Survey:  Our Lady of Fatima, Seattle 
 

 

A survey of parishioners at Our Lady of Fatima, Seattle, 

was conducted in late summer/early fall, 2014.
1
  This 

summary provides the highlights of the final report and 

will serve as the basis for discussion and planning by the 

Parish Pastoral council. 
 

• Responses were received from 478 individuals 

representing approximately 1,200 parishioners, including 

309 children under 18 and 252 spouses who did not respond to the survey.   
 

• The average age of the respondents was 59.7 years old and the largest 

single number of respondents is in the 44 to 65 year group. Two-thirds of 

the respondents are married and 33% of the respondents have children 

under 18 living at home.  
 

•  Almost 80% of the respondents over 21 have at least a Bachelor’s degree, compared to 74% of the total population within the 

boundaries of the parish according to the 2010 US Census. Because education and income are highly related, it is not surprise 

that the median household income in the area served by the parish is $110,300, one of the highest in the Archdiocese 
 

• Virtually all of those responding to the survey (95%) live within the 98199 Zip code. 
 

•  Over half of those responding reported that they attend Mass at Our Lady of Fatima every weekend and an additional 25% say 

they attend two to three times a month.   The average length of time in the parish of those responding is 23 years and the 

median is 19 years. 
 

• There are three “Mass communities” in the parish defined by the times of the three weekend liturgies.   

o Those who usually attend the Saturday evening or Sunday 8:30 a.m. Mass tend to be somewhat older, and less likely to 

have children at home, than parishioners who usually attend the 10:30 a.m. Mass. The early Sunday Mass attracts the 

largest percentage of those who attend Mass every weekend and who make and fulfill a financial pledge to the parish. 

o Although parishioners with children at home are more likely than those without children to go to the 10:30 a.m. Mass, 

they are also more likely than other parishioners to vary the time they usually attend Mass. Since those who have a 

stable Mass community are more likely than others to participate in parish activities and stewardship, the parish might 

wish to pursue ways to encourage a sense of community beyond Mass attendance. 
 
 
The survey responses provided information on how parishioners see their own faith lives (Self-reflection), how they view the parish 

(Parish Assessment) and their priorities (Setting Priorities) for the future. 
 

Self-reflection 

 

• The responses to 18 statements provide an indication of how respondents see their own faith life in the context of the parish. 

The chart is organized according to the average scores of the different statements, where 5 is the highest possible rating. Half or 

more of parishioners gave an average rating above 4 and the most positive response (“strongly agree” to some statements; 

“very often” to others), saying that they like being Catholics, that they  participate in parish liturgies, and that they ask for God’s 

help and give thanks for blessings received. They say their faith guides them that they wish to grow in their faith and that 

stewardship is important to them.  This preponderance of positive responses signals the existence of a solid core of 

commitment to faith among parishioners, a commitment that can serve the parish well as it plans for the future. 
 

                                                           
1
 The survey was developed by the Office of Pastoral Planning & Research at the Archdiocese of Seattle and has been conducted in 

over a dozen parishes in the past two years.  The Director of Research, Mary Beth Celio, has over 40 years of professional research 

experience with the Archdiocese of Seattle, the US Department of Education, the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, public school 

districts in Washington and Oregon, the Business Round Table, the Center on the Reinvention of Public Education at the University 

of Washington, and Catholic parishes and agencies throughout the Archdiocese and across the country. 
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• Seven of the 18 statements received an average rating between 3 and 4 (i.e., the most positive response was usually given by 

between a fourth and a third of parishioners).  Less than a third of parishioners say they feel comfortable answering questions 

about their faith or that they understand their faith better or feel closer to the Church today than they did five years ago.  

Perhaps as a result of this, less than a third say that Church teachings help them make decisions in their lives.  The need for 

community is also reflected here, with less than a third saying the community is important to them or that they feel a part of 

the community. 

 

• Finally, although half of the respondents strongly agreed that they are committed to growing in their faith (the average score of 

4.30 indicates that many more agreed with this statement), relatively few say that they very often spend time in worship or 

prayer and an even smaller number say they often read the Bible outside of Mass.  In other words, two traditional means of 

growing in faith do not appear to be a regular part of the lives of many parishioners.  Parish leadership may wish to explore 

ways to encourage/support parishioners in developing their relationship to Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 
Parish Assessment 
 

•  Eight statements in the surveys asked for parishioner response to aspects of parish life.  In general, these statements received 

many fewer “strongly agreed” or “very often” ratings than the statements about and individual’s own faith life, and these lower 

ratings are reflected in the chart as average ratings for six of the eight statements in the 3.00 to 3.99 range.  These ratings are 

somewhat lower than seen in some other parishes, but within the range for most parishes in the Archdiocese.  It is clear that 

expectations are high among parishioners at Our Lady of Fatima, as they are in other parishes, and that parish leadership should 

carefully consider ways to nourish and support the faith lives of parishioners through prayer, service and education. 
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• The highest average rating were given to two statements central to the mission of a parish:  that “the parish encourages us to 

serve those in need,” and “My parish shows me ways to give back to God.”  That there is room for growth in these two areas of 

the parish is reflected in the priorities that will be discussed in the next section.   
 

• Two aspects of the weekend liturgies received similar average ratings: the music at the liturgies and the homilies.  Both ratings 

are comparable to ratings seen in most other diocesan parishes, Parishioners who usually attend the Saturday evening Mass or 

who varied their Mass attendance were least likely to give high ratings to the music; the highest ratings  came from those who 

usually attend the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass. 
 

• Only about one-fifth of respondents say that the parish meets their spiritual needs, a response that should be considered along 

with the earlier findings about daily prayer/worship and study of the Bible. Parishioners and parish leadership will need to work 

together to identify ways to meet the spiritual needs and growth in faith that parishioners desire. 
 

• The need for a sense of community in the parish can be reflected in the fairly low agreement with the statement that 

newcomers/visors are welcomed in the parish.  The two tend to be linked and efforts to build community among current 

parishioners would likely lead to a more welcoming community for those new to the parish. 
 

• Both the school and the faith formation programs received fairly low assessment ratings from parishioners, and the staffs of the 

school and the faith formation programs would be wise to consult with parents and students to strengthen these important 

elements of the parish mission. 
 

• The lowest rating within this section was given to the statement “My voice is important in determining the parish’s mission and 

future.”  In very large parishes like Our Lady of Fatima, this will be a constant challenge.  However, parish leadership will need to 

make sure that there are continuing opportunities for parishioners to know about and participate in the parish mission. 
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Setting Priorities 
 
Based on the description of 

parish mission in Many Gifts, 

One Spirit: Pastoral and 

Sacramental Policies for the 

Archdiocese of Seattle, the 

survey asked parishioners to 

prioritize 13 services or 

programs in the parish.  They 

were also asked to identify the 

three programs/services that 

should receive the highest 

priority in parish planning 

efforts.   
 
• The chart displays 

the percent of respondents 

saying that program/service is 

a “high” priority and the 

percent who chose that 

program/service as one of 

their top 3.   
 

• The 

programs/services that 

received the most (top three) 

votes include opportunities to 

serve those in need, 

programs/activities for teens, 

and support for families.  High 

quality sacramental 

preparation and opportunities 

for adult faith formation 

round out the top five 

priorities. 
 

• Two of the options 

received over 60% “high 

priority” rankings but were 

selected as one of the top 

three priorities by a quarter or 

less of the responding parishioners: professional choir/music at liturgies and actively welcoming newcomers. 
 

• Overall, the priority ratings confirm what was seen in the self-reflection and parish assessment: there is a need for faith 

formation at all levels (children, adults, teens). Special note, however, should be made of the fact that the single highest rated 

priority—in terms of percent high priority rankings and number of parishioners ranking it in their top three—is opportunities to 

serve those in need. 

 

Comments 

Of the 478 surveys returned, 274 (57%) included comments about “programs, activities or services you would like to see added, 

changed or dropped” that covered a range of subjects and concerns that can serve as the basis for new approaches to outreach and 

to faith formation that are priorities for most parishioners.  Just over half (54%) of the comments mentioned the music at OLF, often 

among other topics.  Of the music-related comments, half asked that the former music program/director be reinstated while the 

remaining half suggested a greater diversity of musical styles, more “singable” songs or other choir options, including youth, Gospel 

and contemporary. 


